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CHAPTtR VI.

'Did yon got tho rnnRe?" nuked th
countess, wlun lulo that night Hraih
recount, ii hiH adventure.

Km. ho snmled. "My girl,
hftvi'iii 1 Just told you that 1 had to
light fur my lift-- My hom was I"
lit . We had to swim for It till

p were puked up by a 1.iK llul
l.itrg.- - tui? I don't know what

tin inotorniiin. Hn must hav
h' ll'li 'l stpilyM for shore. And I'm
gliol In did (Mh. rwlMP hod In liowl-lii-

fT tin price of another hout.
Olgu. for tin- - Hist tit'" l' 'i''
lot mil) of tin boy havii a look at
my fuci. iKii'hn't know tint naiii'1;

hut mn of thii day he'll ftmntil"
It, und the result v. Ill bi black-Intnl- .

uniess I ptilt hltu off Into th
tlurk. It watt acrld'-nlal.-

The countess leaned forward, her
hands tlithtly clinched.

"Hut tin box'"
Hrulnc iniiihi a of despair
"l.i-o- , art you using any drug thesn

days'."''
' 1 unit m:iki fun rni (!i;fl." Im-nt-

iitly. I iil you Mr sen hid drink
im ro than it pint of liu or stiiok"
mor- - tli.-u-i two rlgur lu an pveiiliiK?

Poor tools' What! lot my hiuin go

Into tin wastebasket for the sake of
;in hour or bo ot No,

and never will I' I in kei u iihout the
(.ray nutter Ive pot, and by tin Lord
Harry. I'm goliiK to It There
only mi' dope lb ml In tin llttulred.
and In h mo of tin best v

Imvi: i let I i in huM hit rol.o
whenever he realty heeds it. Till thlH

inun Helton hi seen my fare Some,

dm he'll ly o It niilri. :i k questions,
und then ."

"Tin n what''"
"A burial at sea." he laughed. Th

laugliti'r died swiftly a It rauie.
"Threw It into idght liuicdred feet of
water, mi n liar where thw mind are
mIwiivh shifting. Hell l.ever find H.

even If he took the ran:o Ho could
not ruive (rot M dee. lit GCO Till" sun
was dri'tpinK and the shii-lou- win'
long" Mi- threw the Into the
water and thin began lugging awav
nt im, rool a ou please, and Hud
our tank "

"It ho ks to tin as If hi had waited ;

bin time." j

"That depend. Between you Sl.d
nif and t'o I n- - a Pitoaklntt

itHi th.it this than .tones, whom no- -

Imdv ban given tinv particular a'ton
Hon a p. clever man He may!
have t i t n h. r.i '! iittet.ipMfiic to find
anew hiding place: the adv. rlis- - tni nt j

in the new i' pa it iiiav have drawn,
hlin He in;.) have thrown the hoi'
over in pure rage at elng hlrns- - If '

rhei kmated Again, tin whole thing
may have been worked up for our!
benct't. a blind Hut If that'll th
cane, June him im on the hip, for !

cent tell. Hut we can do what In all
probability he exports we'll cease Hi

do watch him jubt as shrewdly as!
before." I

)lg raui lit liU hand and drew him I

down bcMilo her. "1 wat.it going to,
bother )nu tonight, but it inr-- ii: un
aoii el h!l:g vital " j

" hat " ah rtly j

For replv tin' nine and walk d vrr j

to the light hcttoi. Shi" pn hmmI It j

anil the iipnrttneut hi rutin- - dark
"lpe over to the window, guik'"j

Shn itraggi d him a- - ros thn room. I

over the way. the houn- - with thu j

niurhle Ironiage "
A man imeigetl. Ml a (Igarctte. ar.1

walk-.- ! ilown ttie
"No1" hhc crl. d, as HUIiih turned i

to iiutke for II;-- ' dooi douhtlctt with )

the Inteniioii of doling out who till
man wax ' K.ery night afler you
leave hit appear "

"lloen he fullow
"No And that'- - what bothered nm

at tlrvt 1 believed b waa Wat, bin
hotni- - apartment above. Hut regularly
when 1 tuni out the l!ghln be coinen
forth So tl.cte's no doubt that ho
wati hex ou enter and takes not of
your depui tur."

"Hut doexn't billow nm. That's odd
What the devil In his Ides?"

"I'd give a good tleul to learn "
1 h flnetow and tho glow lux cigar-

ette iliMuppeared uround thn corner,
und the lb-bi- In thu apartment worn
turned on again

"Hi s gone You nally think he
watching nie'"'

"lie la watching this apartment. I
Vnow that lnurh."

And even at that moment the watch-
er was watching from his antu-- s

the corner
"HuhpIcioiih"' he murmured, tuning

th cigarette Into thn gutter They're
Wat- - bins; me for a change I'll (ri.)
out. I know what I know It's a great
woi Id It fine to be allva and kicking
on top of u" He went on without
haul and took the subway train for
(low Mow n

"I there any way I Cuuld l Hoar
Llui?" aakud Htalu.

"loinoltow lilght you tblgtit lesvs
by the Janitor entrance. I II b- - i
lb light on till our outride. Tlu j
111 turn them off and you lau w

Mlid learu w ho b is "

"Its mighty Important. "
"Ihio't srowl. At your age a wrinkle

la apt to remain If you one get 11

stalled "

JU laughed "Wrinkles'" Eh could

iltxrultl MtMiUratb)

talk oT wiltiV'-p-f

"They ar-- j more Important than you
think. Every morning I rub out the
w t liikh I go to hod w ith."

"I wlnh you could rub out th gfn
oral stupidity which Im wrinkling my
brain Ive made threo moves and
failed In cii Ii. What riiiim ovef
in?"

"Herhapa you've had loo many riic- -

CIKNeH Thn wheel of chglKU Is kl
ways turning around "

'May I smoke"
" rhanka At - a.it it prove you still

ha"i noun- - for tn You
would nmoke whether It was agree:: bb
or not. Hut 1 like the odor of a good
tigar And It rlway-- i help you tc
think "

Hraliie lit the i Ignr and began bil-

l-ciiMtoinaty poring At length
pauved

Sup J.i. lie w. have a real old fash
loned coaching na'tv out to the old
mansion we know about"

"And what shall we do there"
"Make the mansion an

rant In where sometimes people wh
enter can't g"t out Ho you thluk you
could get her to go"'

"I can try "
"Olga. I Pin t have that girl, and 1

tuio-- l have her soon Sometime I find
mvyelf mightily plbd over tlK
whole thing If llargreave Is alive,
why doeroj t he turn up now that It's
prartt' ally known that hi-- i daughter
presides over his household ! might
understand It If I lii.ln t know that
llargreave M reallv afraid of nothing
V. here Is the mull with the live thou
sand, picked up at Ken What wan
the a so t, for Jones currying that bol j

out In broad daylight Who la thej
c!ii-- i wjitihlng w rms the Micct?
Sometime I In lb w in my soi.l - if ij
have one'- - thn! Ilatgteave Is playing j

with us, plavlng Well, tlltiglng tn
In.',! lotisiimid clear into the grate
"the I no k Hundred always goes for
v ard. win or I'm-- , never forgets'

"Wi r- - a line pair'" naid the wo
man b tt.-rl-

We are exalt ly what fate Intended
in to be wrote you down In th-Ih-

ik ii M it li.aittul Ixidy with a

cnsiked m.nd Thev w me low v.

lis the d- - v il. di ou.ed to roaiu earth t

lop till I m H - d.'
Killed'"

"W hy. yes I'm not the kind ot j

(hup who dies lu bed, surrounded by
tie- - wr ing member of tho family
ih ' b r, nm e. und Pi - i 1 to i

ioi,r. el but II bus tills i.uvinfij
gia-e- , I i n.,e;. firing it m .u ii1 i l N.ivv i

I in going up to th- ciub Th'
iiiol.in Ilk.- - a gam-- t of billiard-- i

chei-- to smooth that wrinkle whiili
. - ems t' i wui ry you " '

lu the gteat newspaper o!T!re then
was a li;ghty Midnight a I

w av s mi ana puml-'tnoMu- in
room of a metropolitan da!ly

'! hoys were rushing to and tio
iiieam-iiger- and p' intern wi'h stn ky

gilt VM in their hand, reporter wnj
batigllig away Ut their ty Jm-- rltet s j

and intermingling you c aid hear tin
ceiitielefS tlicket)4 lick from the tele j

graph room
The inutiaging editor ram out ol j

othre and approached tne dunk oil
the night i y editor

Editorial I age gone down"'
'Twenty minute ago,' uaid tho

night city editor
I wanted a htnV on thut I'u.,uma

"ruinpui
Too late '
' W here s J;m Norton"
"At the chamber of commerce ban

rpiet , he major I going to tl.ruw a
bomb into the enemy s camp."

"Nothing on the Haigreave stuff"
"No. Guess I d beM- -r put tb:l In

the cubbyhole He dead"
"No will found yet'
"Not a piece an big as a postage

rtarnp."
"That will leave the g.rl .n a tough

pla-e- . No will, no birth certificate;
und, worst of all. no pliotogiaph of
the old man himself I don t see why
Jim sldi-i- tc pped this affair He the
only man in town who knew anything
about llargreave."

"Ho hasn't given It up; but he wants
to rover It on hi own, turn the yarn
over when he's got it, no false alarms."

"Ah! Po thate the psme?"
"Yes; and Jim Is the sort every pa-

per Heeds When the time comes the
etory lu 'tis tip. if there I one. Her
he I now like an actor In the
fourth act of a drama, flood looking
chap, though."

Norton came in through the outer
gate He waa In evening i lothes, top
hat. A dead cigarette dangled be-

tween hi lips.
' How mill h do you want?" asked th

tilght city editor.
''Column aiid a half."
"tiff with your glad rags!"
"Anything good?" linki d the manag-

ing editor
"The lid Iium been Jammed on tight.

No wine In any restaurant after mm
o'clock. Diem II be a roundup of ev-

ery gunman In town "
"Uood work! lo to It "
It waa one o'cloik when Norton

turned lu bl last sheet of copy snd
Started for home Just outside the
entrance to the building a man with a
slouch hut drawn down over hU eye
atepi-e- forward

"Mr Norton?"
"Yes Nurtou stepped bark u- -
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lciiiilr.
1 he o her I h'. V letl rain-.- 'ow- -

l ed 111 i hat e Ifl l. '
"flood Nird!" niuimtirpd th re

porter had
' Will you tak" a tide with tne in on

tax I Md

"All the way to Syracuse, If you say
so. Will. Ml bo tinker d-- d!" a

"No names, ! "

hat took plai e ii. that tnxlrah .

never generally known. Hut at ten
o'clock the next morning Notion aur-piixe- mm

the elevator boy by going out
Norton pi im ceded downtown to thn
national bank, where ll" depimlted
I'.di n In hill of large denomination
The teller hud Some difficult, ill count-

ing them. 1 h y ftuck together and re-

tained the Hoihleti appearance ot my
money recently submerged In water. und

Florence was delighted at the Ideaii
of a coaching party. Often during her lu

days ahe had fern the fault- j

lonti'de roaches go careening along the the
road, with the phatp. clear note of the oiT,

bugle rising about the thunder f t hoot
and rattling of whei Ih. Jon- - a wa not
eiithuttiatitlc ; neither wax he a Wllljov. to

"Hut you ure to go along, too," said his
Florence.

"I. Mis Finn-tier'-

"The countess invited you especially
You will go with a hamper."

"Ah. In my caparity as butler; very j

good Miss Kloii tice " To h'-- he gave j

no elgn of his satisfaction i

The hour arrived, and the gav party! to
bow bd away. They wound in und out1
of the streets toward tho country to j

the crack of the whip and the hlan of!
the horn Florence's enjoy tm-n- t would

j

. 4c!, lh j .4 .... rW

! & n y

sf V'l rf-"- i t

Florenc Wm Chatting With In
Count.

have hern perfect had it not been for
the ab-'- i tire of Norton Why hadn't
he been Invited? did in t U!k

eaiinc she iji ! not i me to Jrn.e to
the countess her interest In the

They wen- - roaring the limits
of the illy, vv hen the coach w iit full d

to take n t.,.ii, tuin to in i.i I an a it
mob.h- - in tronhle. The man pteriio;
nt the engine taietd hi" h- - ad It was
N- Hon. atol IT' i i.i e w.urd h- - r halt I

v lg..l-l- dv
"A I'.iuh.tig party," h- - murrroir-d- .

"und y our 1 in James was to t liiv it

d' ( 'Ii. v i v w lie hi ighed. a'.i'
KUddetlly gli v s. ri HIS It would i.

I, in t to t'.nd out wh- re that coach was
g- mg

II- - to work Favagely. located!
t'.e t r o; tj rit'.hted It. and set off
tin- - home lie found Su-- a

mi l l emliard- - d ln-- r with i( uesti-in-

which to S.isan cirme with the rapidity i

of rain i:poti ti e roof j

' So June wetit along" I

In Ms caparity of t, itl- -r only." J

Norton smiled ' Well. I il lake n
jaunt out there m;""!f You are sure j

of the location
"Yes "

' Well, good hv. 1 !i go n" a waiter
slnre they wonldnt Invite tne 1 til
one of the best llMle waiters you ever
heard of. and all things tune to hiui
w hn W aits "

W hat a I'leusaiit. affable young man
he was' thought Surau a wati heil
him Jump into the car ami go living
up the street.

Jones was a :ood deal surprised
when Norton turned up at the old
t'hllfon manor

"What mud you come here dressed
like this" the butler demanded.

"I'm a suspicion duffer, maybe
that's the reason "

"ho you know anything'"
"Will. no. I cunt sav tint I do.

Hut, hang It. I Just hud to come out
here"

"Maybe It's Just as well you did."
said Jones moodily.

"I know this place. The hoilsekeep
r ut-e- to be my nurse, and If she Is

Mill on the Job she may he of service
to us You don't think they'll tiuestluit
or recognize me"

' Hardly. I 11 put in a word for you
I'll say I sent for you, not knoslr-- If
we hud enough servant to take care
of the luncheon "

"And now I'M go and hunt up Meg"
Sar fiHHish, his old nurse was still

In charge of the house: and when
her "babv" disclosed hi Identity she
all but fell upon his neck

'Hut what are you doing here,
dressed up as a waiter"

"It's a little secret. Meg I wasn't
and the truth Is I in very

desperately In love with the young
lady In whoso honor this couching
party I being- given And . . .

Iiiav be she's in danger."
"Hanger What about"
"The lird only knows Hut show

me about the bouse v. imi heen
here lu so long I ve forgotten the run
of It. I remember on room with
the secret panel nd another with a
painting that turned. Have they
changed them?"

"No; It la Just the same here a It
used to be. Com aloug and I I itiuw
you." .

Norton inspwfed the roornn care-
fully, Ntowlng away In Ms mind every
dilail ll might be worrying about
nothing; but so many ntrango things

happened that It waa better to be
the side of caution than on the

of carelensiK-- lie left the
bonne and ran acro-t- a Jon carry Inn

banket of wine.
'Il-re- . Norton, tak this to the

party. ! want tn reconnolter "

'All tight, in 'lull ' Say, Jones, how
Ii do you think i d earn at tlila

Job1' comically.
tiet along with you, Mr !?ntrin. It

may be the time to laugh, and then It
may not "

"I m going bark Into the house and
hide behind a secret panel I ve got

revolver You go to the stables
take a try at my car; ace If she

wotkn smoothly W - tuny have to do
'me hiking When- - the coutitcaa

thin''"
' Leave that to me, Mr N'ort-m.- said

hmler with bis grim smile "He
thev ure moving b.o k toward the

house "

So Notion carried the nasket around
vv

the lawn, where It was taken from
bunds by the regular servant lie

sih-- as he saw IToH-nce- . laughing
and chatting with a men who was a
stranger und whom he hoard ad

its count. Some f. of the
co.itrtess, no doubt Where was all this
tafgle gi ing to end' He wished h"
know And what a yam he was going

write some day! It would tie read
liv.e one of (iabonau tales He
turned away to wander Idly about th
gioutids. when d a clump of n
dars he saw three or four men convene
nig mow iy. lie 15m as nenr am

for when three or four men put th--l- r

heads together and whisper animated
!. It usually means a poker game or
something worse. He caught a phrase
or two as It came down the wind, and
thin he knew that the vag'Jit suspi-
cion that had brought htm out here
had hi en set la motion t.y fate !!

heard ' IToreme" md "the old draw-
ing loom," uii that was enough.

He scurried abou' for Jones H. was
pure luck that he h.,d had old M--

show him through the house other-
wise he would have ti.rgoMcn all about
the panel In the wall und 'he
painting Junes bhn.gg-- resign-dl-

Were these men of the (ount-s-

patty '' N'urtnn couldn't say.
Norton made h.s hnl.ng p ace in

at-!. and hy and hy he could hear
:hi- - guests moving about In the room
I ln u a,l sounds ceased for u while A

door i ion il sharply
No: hi r- - you must stay, young

hoiv ia:d a man b v cu e
W hat do you mean, nr" tided

he i (J voire
It mrans that ho l return tn

this room arid that you will not be
missed until It la t. l.i'e'

The sound of voices b't.i i i d ah
ruprly. and something like scuttling

tinned Eater Noitou heard the bark
id a rha'.r fti'.ke the panel und sotne-- i

no sat heuvily uaUi It He waited
icihajm live minutes, lh n lie gently
nld hark the atiel Florence sat
t, "iind ami gaggi'd under his vity - veil.
It but tin- - v rk of a mom nt to
I b. t ii'e h r.

it i I o not sp nk or make
the - ast iioh-- e Kohow n i'

: eat iy at tunu-h- - ii. "lor-un-- ohey .

and 'In- piun I I bac k into piai e
i io room b- - duel thesi i ret pan-- I had
h. mil windows To ITotciit..- - ,t up
P- - an d to he it r- - al prison.

I low did you gel here'" she asked
bretlthlessly

' Something ti Id me lo f How you
And mm. thing alwav s go I.g to tell j

Ih- - to fuilou o i I'lot t'tn e '

She pr- - BSeil I. f:ai d It was to her
as if (lie Of tl -- book heroes had
elc.ieii out ( f a look, only book he
roes always had 'iem-nd.ni- s foituties
..id did not huv'. to work for a llv
ing tiddly tiK.i.gh. she waa not
al raid

"V. ho waa ths nu n?' he aski d
"The t'outil Norfeldt Some one

has Imposed upi , h. countess '

Iki you think i.o" with a strange
look In his I es

"V. hat do J on i' eat!? '

' Nothing just t cw. The HP a is to
g- - I out of hi-i- J "t US qilli klv as we
tan See Ull- - luiu'lng lie tombed
a spot In the v.i I and the pui'iting
slowly swung out. ike a door "Tome,
we muke our c.-- upe to the side lawn
from here "

At the ktabl-- - " y were confronted
with the know it that Norton a cur
w as out of commi.-Mn- n Jones oald do
nothing w ii h it I tini Norton mugg- - af

id thai h make a effort to com
n al. deer the I . ri usi tie of the count I

on, ti tt w i about so the
limousine was on' of the uic'i.ti

' Horses"' whispered Jones "There
am several saddle horses, already sad-
dled How about thesa people, the

'i w ners
(ih, 'hey are h. vond r- - pri a. h They

have douL'li is h. imposed upon
Hut let us g.-t- urd lust. There Will
bo time to Il k later I II have to do
some etpluilill.g taking theae nags off
like this We won't have to ride out
ill from where the plcknlckt rs ar
There s a lain I ... k of the stuble and
a slight detour bungs us bark Into ths
muni road "

lbs three mounted and clattered
away To l ion m e it had the air of
a prank Kin was beginning to have
such conndruce In these tso Inventive
men that she frit as If she was never
going to be afmll any mom

VN hen the I uniiteas Olga saw th
three horses it was an effort not tn
My Into a rag-- - Hut s.iretly she)

wsnied her people who presently gnvn
(base In the limousine, while h

prattled and -' d and laughed wlttj
her company, who er quilo uuawar

that a drama wis being enacted light
uuder their very noses 1 lot countess,
while Shi acted superbly, tora her
bandki r- - htef Into shreds Tin re waa
something slitit-- r tn the way all
their plans fell through at the very
iiuiiiicnl of ronsumniaihtu, and that
I. ighl she deleiiulued lu ask Hrsiua
lu viihtlraw from this warfare, whica

gtadualiy derlmated their numbers
without getting auywlnre toward the
goal

Jones shouted that the liiiiounlna
wan tearing down the road Some-
thing in ii t be done to stop It lla
miggi xted that he drop bchiiid. leave
his hme, snd take a chance at pot-

ting a tire from the shrubbery at the
roadside.

' Keep going Ihuj't Mi p. Norton,
till you are hack In town I II manage
to take good euro of m.lf."

(I oolliiio l I one. now ftri noon.)
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WAS MISERABLE

C0ULDNTSTAI1D
Testifiei She Wat Rettored

to Health by Lydia E.
Finkhatn't Vegetable

Compound.
IjirVawanna, N. V. "After my first

Mi.tl.4 vua l.nm t f,.W ft . r u ..,.. 1,. t..l.li,e " nm a -

rould not stand n
my feet. My sister-in-la- w

wished me Hi
try I.ydia V. I'mk-liHI-

's 'e ( e t a b I e
ConiHHirnl sod mv

iM'Chtne firm,
SpellU-- fissl, step
t las tic, and 1 lostL-- ' V that weak, tired

1 'I o feeling-- . That was
sis yenr s'o and I

have had three fine
1. i.l ..l. : I : , I.' ..I.. -itcRiiny cnii'ir- - ii r.iri' . r"r irmuir iruii- -'

blrs I always take ly.lia I). I 'ink harn '

'r(- - ti4liie ( omj-iur- id ami it works hko
(arbarm. I do h.i my own vork " Mrs.

A. I'. K Itl'.AMI.It. l.'ul F.lertriC Avenue,
l.nrkuwar.tia. N. Y.

'I he sun ess i f I.y !ia V.. rinkbhrn's
Vi jr- - tnliie ( impound, made from
and herbs, is unparaileied. il may Im

used with perfect conlidepce by wom- - ii
who suffer from displacement, inlbttn-mat- h

hi, ulceration tumors, irregularities,
M ri'sltc paini. backache, bearing down

feelinj;. flatulency, indnti'st ion. iliziness,
or nervous prostration. I.ydia V.. I'ink-bam- 's

V'eeetable Comfsttind is the stan-
dard remedy for female ills.

Women who suffer from those dis-
tressing- iMs peculiar to their sex should

- convinced of the ability of I.ydia K.

I'lnkham's Vcpetal le C'onistund tn re-- i
tore their health by the many

and truthful testimonials we are con-

stantly publishing- - in the newspajiers.
If yen want special advice write lo

lydia I . I'i ii k h m mi Medicine (o. (reiill-dentla- ll

I y II II . Mass. Vur letter will
le npeiii'il. read and answered by a
woman and held lu strict

. I I .W
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HAVE YOU SEEN THE
NEW COAT.S AT ART SHOP '

rtl'-r- I I'.e 1 Its I It HI V -- Xif-mr

for ftr-- i s ha k snd Mrr.aam
W. V TrOT.t.ii ( 'tt

first step in this di

an account with a

hank. Keeping

hank is a mark of

economy.

and Let's

it Over

iiccess
is mncly conducting your business

a systematical and economical

conservative
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